
1. There is no singular way of exploring gender: it can happen in a 

variety of different ways. Can you identify an earlier moment in 

the story when Jet begins to first consider their gender?

2. Why do we need role models?

3. What are things about Kurt Cobain that might 

     be so interesting to Jet?

4. Kurt Cobain is a role model figure that Jet aspires to. Are there 

any people you look up to in your life, whether that be a family 

member, a musician, an artist, or a friend? Why?

5. If you could pick any songs to be the 

soundtrack of your life, what would 

they be?

6. On page 74, Jet mentions that their school counselor RenÉ “felt 

like someone they could actually talk to”. What can you infer 

from this statement? 

7. Throughout the book, there are different people that question 

Jet's choices: like why they don't wear tighter clothes. How do 

you think this impacts Jet? Have you been questioned about your 

choices before? How has that made you feel?
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8.   On page 92, Jet mentions that they want to disappear. What 
inferences drawn from the story might have contributed 
to Jet feeling this way? (Example could be rude comments 
made by their peers including Stefan, confusion about the 
kiss with Stefan, having taken the necklace and feeling 
guilty, confusion surrounding their gender identity, etc.) 

9.   Notice the colors that Joris uses in his 
illustrations. Do you feel that they relate to 
the story? How do they make you feel?

10. In the story, Jet gets trapped in the closet, and describes 
it as a place of darkness. What could the closet 
represent?

11. On Page 135, the phrase “Actually a boy” is repeated on the 
page. What does the use of repetition convey here? In the 
following spreads, what do the illustrations convey? 

12. When Jet is having dinner with Sasha and 
their family, Sasha says something that makes Jet 
feel uncomfortable. Why could this potentially 
make Jet feel this way? 

13. What does Jet's dream sequence on Page 
144 convey? Take turns popcorning around to 
discuss everyone's interpretations of the dream.
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14.  In what ways does Jet's friendship with Sasha impact them?

15.  On page 136, Jet mentions that the idea of making a permanent 

change to their body, like a tattoo, “felt really good”. Have 

you ever made a permanent change, whether that be to your 

body or life? How did that make you feel? 

16.  After meeting with a doctor to discuss the transition 

process, Jet decides to begin their journey. In what ways did 

having this option that was available to Jet allow them to 

move forward? 

17. Describe Jet's friendship with Sasha.

18. In what ways did the character Sasha advance the plot?

19. What were some choices made by the author that added 

tension, mystery, or surprise to the story? 

20. Describe Jet's relationships with the kids at school. 

 What are their exchanges like?

21. What is your favorite part of high school? 

        Least favorite part?
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22. Describe the binoculars and their meaning. 

23. Queer folx: What message did you give to 

yourself when you were coming into your 

own identity?

24. How does zeitgeist impact our identity, then and now? 

25. Bonus: For those who are old enough to recall the 

zeitgeist of the late '90s, what are some major elements 

(pop culture, technology, events, etc.) that come to mind? 

How did they impact you? 

26. How do you think the zeitgeist of the '90s impacted Jet's 

identity? 

27. How has the internet 

 shaped your identity?

28. How has the internet played a role in community?

29. How does Jet's living in a boarding house rather than at 

their parent's home impact their experiences? 

30. How does sense of place impact our identities, then and 

now?
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